
The New Congress and the Missions 
of Academic Public Health
Wednesday, January 9, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Eastern



Method for Submitting Questions/Comments



• The 116th Congress
• Congressional Leadership
• Congress and Donald Trump
• The Congressional Agenda

• Oversight
• Funding
• Immigration
• Higher Education Act Reauthorization

• What You Can Do

Presentation Outline



ASPPH Advocacy’s Primary Goals

• Affect regulatory, legislative, and 
other policy issues.

• Give voice to the concerns of the 
academic public health community.

• Actively engage in coalition 
activities.

• Serve as a vital information 
resource on policy matters.



ASPPH Activities

www.ASPPH.org
Connect
Advocacy Fact Sheets

http://www.aspph.org/


Leftover from 
the 115th

Congress



Government Shutdown



Border Wall - $5B => $70B



Government Shutdown



The 116th

Congress



House Balance of Power

116th Congress

115th Congress



Senate Balance of Power

115th Congress

116th Congress



Women in the House



Women in the Senate



House Control



Senate Control



Senate Elections - 2018



Senate Elections - 2020



Congressional
Leadership



Senate Leadership



House Leadership



Senate Appropriations Committee

• Richard Shelby (R-AL)
• Pat Leahy (D-VT)

• Roy Blunt (R-MO)
• Patty Murray (D-WA)



Senate HELP Committee

• Lamar Alexander (R-TN)
• Patty Murray (D-WA)



House Appropriations Committee

• Nita Lowey (D-NY)
• Kay Granger (R-TX)

• Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)
• Tom Cole (R-OK)



House Education & Labor Committee

• Bobby Scott (D-VA)
• Virginia Foxx (R-NC)



Congress 
and 

Donald Trump



No Effort to Build Coalitions



Politics of Fear



Politics of Fear



The Political Environment



The Political Environment



Mainline GOP: Wall St. and the C of C



The 
Congressional 

Agenda



• Muller Investigation/ Russian Collusion
• Healthcare: ACA Sabotage, Rx Prices
• Climate Change: EPA Regulations
• Student Loans
• Immigration
• Big Data/ Big Tech
• Diversity 
• #MeToo

Oversight



Funding – $126 Billion Discretionary Spending Cliff



Funding – The Exploding Deficit



Funding – The Trillion Dollar Deficit



Funding – Pressure on  NDD



Funding – Earmarks Might Be Back



• Travel Ban
• Border Wall
• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
• Family Separation Policy
• Limits on Chinese Students in STEM Fields
• Administrative Hurdles
• Optional Practical Training (OPT) Extensions for 

Designated STEM Graduates

Immigration



Immigration



Higher Education Act Reauthorization



Aim Higher Act – HR 6543



Income-Based Repayment Plans



Higher Education Act Reauthorization



Higher Education Act Reauthorization



Getting Public Health on the Agenda



Getting Public Health on the Agenda



Getting Public Health on the Agenda



What You Can Do

• Stay informed
• www.ASPPH.org

Connect
Advocacy Fact Sheets

• ASPPH Advocacy & Policy
• Promote Registration and Voting
• Call, Write, and Meet with Elected 

Representatives
• ASPPH Talking Points
• Tell Your Story

• Think Locally and Regionally

http://www.aspph.org/


What You Can Do



What You Can Do



What You Can Do

• Advocate
• Educate
• Be a Resource



Questions?



Method for Submitting Questions/Comments



This webinar has been recorded and will be available on the 
webinar event page on the ASPPH website soon:

https://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-webinar-the-
new-congress-and-the-missions-of-academic-public-health/

Contact: sweiner@aspph.org

Thank You!

https://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-webinar-the-new-congress-and-the-missions-of-academic-public-health/
mailto:webinars@aspph.org


Coming Attractions

ASPPH Presents, Everything You Wanted to Know about Applying 
for ASPPH Fellowships and Internships

Wednesday, January 9, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Eastern

ASPPH Presents, IPE for Population Health: Three Approaches 
and Assessments for MPH-level Interprofessional Learning

Thursday, January 24, 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Eastern

For more information about and to register for upcoming webinars, visit 
the ASPPH Events page: 

http://www.aspph.org/events/category/webinar/

https://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-everything-you-wanted-to-know-about-applying-for-aspph-fellowships-and-internships/
https://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-ipe-for-population-health-three-approaches-and-assessments-for-mph-level-interprofessional-learning/
http://www.aspph.org/events/category/webinar/


Coming Attractions

Registration 
Now Open! 

https://aspph.confex.com/aspph/2019/registration/call.cgi

https://aspph.confex.com/aspph/2019/registration/call.cgi


Michael Eriksen
Tony Mazzaschi
Mark Mioduski

advocacy@aspph.org
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