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https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/GH-competencies-Toolkit.pdf
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Learning Objectives

• Identify the six competencies that ASPPH 
developed as a resource for CEPH-accredited 
institutions offering MPH global health 
concentrations

• Describe the main features of the accompanying 
competency toolkit

• Reflect on methods to apply the competencies into 
one’s own curricular and practice offerings
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Figure 9 

The Lancet 2010 376, 1923-1958DOI: (10.1016/S0140-6736(10)61854-5) 

From: Health Professionals for a 
New Century, The Lancet (2010), 
by Frenk et al.



Learner Target Audience

Master of Public Health (MPH) students concentrating
in global health upon graduation from a Council on 
Education for Public Health (CEPH)-accredited school 
or program of public health
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Goal of the Project

Review and update the 2011 Global Health 
Competency Model Version 1.1 with members and 
other global health partners while aligning it with 
the new CEPH criteria



https://www.aspph.org/teach-research/models/masters-global-health/

https://www.aspph.org/teach-research/models/masters-global-health/


ASPPH-Recommended Global Health 
Concentration Competencies for the MPH

1. Analyze the roles, relationships, and resources of the entities 
influencing global health

2. Apply ethical approaches in global health research and 
practice

3. Apply monitoring and evaluation techniques to global health 
programs, policies, and outcomes

4. Propose sustainable and evidence-based multi-sectoral 
interventions, considering the social determinants of health 
specific to the local area

5. Design sustainable workforce development strategies for 
resource-limited settings

6. Display critical self-reflection, cultural humility, and ongoing 
learning in global health



Tenets

The concentration competencies are built upon the following 
tenets to: 

• Inform curricular planning for CEPH-accredited schools and 
programs by offering examples to fulfill CEPH’s requirements 
for “at least five distinct competencies for each 
concentration”

• Serve as a roadmap to improve education for global health
• Prepare students, upon MPH degree completion with a 

specialization in global health, for a trajectory to assume 
roles across local, national, regional, and transnational 
settings



Old Model New Model

Name ASPPH’s Global Health Competency 
Model Version 1.1 

ASPPH's Master of Public Health's Global 
Health Concentration Competencies

When 
Released

2011 2018

Goal To promote population health, safety, and well-being at local and global levels 
by enhancing the global health competence of students

Target 
Audience

Master's level students specializing in 
global health (could include MPH, MS, 

MSPH, etc.)

Master of Public Health (MPH) students 
specializing in global health

Competency 
Structure

Seven domains, 38 competencies Six concentration competencies

Built on Top 
of What 

Foundation

2009 ASPPH-produced MPH 
Competencies

2016 CEPH-produced accreditation 
criteria (foundational knowledge, 

foundational competencies for the MPH)

Supporting 
Materials

None Toolkit

Comparison of Two ASPPH Global Health Competency Models



How Faculty Can Use the Competencies: 
Toolkit

• Definitions (competency model, domain, competency)

• Background on the competencies

• Developing learning objectives

• Developing coursework, sample curriculum content

• Listing of exemplar resources

• Appendix: Sample of sub-competencies and learning objectives to 
supplement CEPH's Accreditation Criteria for Foundational Knowledge 
and Foundational Competencies for the MPH Degree



Definitions

Action verb 
(measurable)

Content Context, when 
necessary

A competency includes the following components:



An Example:

Action verb 
(measurable)

Content Context, when 
necessary

Design sustainable workforce development strategies for 
resource-limited settings 

Design (action verb)…

sustainable workforce development strategies (content)…

for resource-limited settings (context)



http://bit.ly/ASPPH-CompsRefGuide

Learning Taxonomy

http://bit.ly/ASPPH-CompsRefGuide


Developing Sub-competencies  and 
Learning Objectives

Action verb 
(measurable)

Content Context, when 
necessary

A learning objective specifies the aim of a lesson, course, 
or curriculum (the content covered in a course of study) 
and reveals the knowledge and skills required to fulfill a 
given competency

A sub-competency is the required behavior that must 
precede a given competency and/or combine with other 
behaviors to demonstrate a competency



An Example:

COMPETENCY
Design sustainable workforce development strategies for 
resource-limited settings 

POTENTIAL SUB-COMPETENCY
Synthesize the factors that contribute to the health 
care workforce crisis in resource-limited settings

POTENTIAL LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Present general trends and influences in the global 
availability and movement of health care workers (Jogerst
et al., 2015)*

* indicates the original content has been modified from the source



An Example: (Continued)

MORE POTENTIAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Analyze the gaps and related requirements for training 
public health professionals in resource-limited settings

• Propose the optimal economic, social, political, and 
academic conditions that can produce a strong health 
workforce

• Construct strategies for establishing the permanency of 
the health care workforce in Indigenous communities



From Learning Objectives to Coursework

• Introduce students to current, objective-relevant 
resources

• Ensure students demonstrate that each component of 
the objective has been met

• Measure (grade) students using an objective, consistent 
structure



Demonstration of Backwards Design for 
Curriculum Development

SUB-COMPETENCY
Analyze the roles and resources of the entities influencing 
global health

COMPETENCY
Analyze the roles, relationships, and resources of the 
entities influencing global health

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Examine the function of entities influencing global health



Select an Instructional Strategy
• Audio/visuals, e.g. videos
• Papers
• Exercises
• Case studies
• Critical incidents
• Essays
• Interviews
• Journal critiques
• Panel discussions
• Mapping
• Multi-media activities
• Computer-based tutorials
• Root cause analysis
• Needs and assets assessments 

Asynchronous online forums

Image from:
http://www.cobblearning.net/ccsdint
echnews/category/engaging-
instructional-
strategies/page/3/#.XArguGhKg2w



Determine the Assessment Tool
• Paper/Thesis
• Pre-/post-test
• Presentation
• Essays
• Case study
• Simulation performance
• Actual performance
• Interview
• Portfolio
• Debate
• Blogs
• Self-report/Self-evaluation
• Reflection paper
• Peer evaluation

Image from:
http://www.midwestpbis.org/evaluation



Exemplar Resources by Competency

Image from https://students.uthscsa.edu/counseling/2013/04/counseling-services-self-help-links/



Appendix – Sample Resources

D1 MPH Foundation Knowledge

1. Explain public health history, philosophy and values
a. Understand definitions, concepts, and principles of the 
evolving concept of global health, and the policies and 
processes that underlie its historic development and 
contemporary context (University of Michigan School of Public 
Health, n.d.).

2. Identify the core functions of public health and the 10 Essential 
Services

3. Explain the role of quantitative and qualitative methods and 
sciences in describing and assessing a population's health

a. Conduct formative research (Association of Schools & Programs of 
Public Health [ASPPH], 2011). 
b. Conduct a situation analysis across a range of cultural, economic, 
and health contexts (ASPPH, 2011; Jogerst et al., 2015).
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Your Turn!
Input, Feedback, and Questions



Dr. Bentley

Dr. Ablah

Thank You to Today’s Presenters

Dr. Magaña

Dr.  Czabanowska

Dean Curran



Thank You!

This webinar has been recorded and will be available on the webinar event 
page on the ASPPH website soon:

https://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-teaching-learning-for-the-
mph-global-health-concentration/

Contact: sweiner@aspph.org

https://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-teaching-learning-for-the-mph-global-health-concentration/
mailto:webinars@aspph.org


Coming Attractions

For more information about and to register for upcoming webinars, visit the 
ASPPH Events page: 

http://www.aspph.org/events/category/webinar/

http://www.aspph.org/events/category/webinar/


Coming Attractions
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