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• Describe trends in U.S. graduate public health 
degree conferrals.

• Compare U.S. graduate public health degree 
conferrals using a variety of demographic and 
other metrics.

• Identify employment sectors of recent public 
health graduates.
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Introduction



“This material does not lend itself completely to 
neat, unequivocal classification.”

American Public Health Association report by the
Committee on Professional Education

Standardization of Public Health Education
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ASPPH Data  

Education Research



National Center for Education Statistics Data



Research Question

ASPPH

Council on 
Education for 
Public Health

National Center for 
Education Statistics

How many 
graduate 
public health 
degrees are 
conferred in 
the U.S.?



Defining Public Health: Program Areas
NCES Enacted 2012 ASPPH  Enacted 2011

Biostatistics (26.1102) Biostatistics (BIOSTAT)
Occupational Health and Industrial Hygiene 

(51.2206)
Environmental Sciences/Health (ENV SC)

Environmental Health (51.2202) Environmental Sciences/Health (ENV SC)
Epidemiology (26.1309) Epidemiology (EPID)

Public Health, General (51.2201) General Public Health studies (GENERAL)
Behavioral Aspects of Health (51.2212) Health Education/Behavioral Sciences (HED/BS)
Public Health Education and Promotion 

(51.2207)
Health Education/Behavioral Sciences (HED/BS)

Health Policy Analysis (44.0503) Health Services Administration/Health Policy (HSA)
Health Services Administration (51.2211) Health Services Administration/Health Policy (HSA)

International Public Health/International Health 
(51.2210)

International Health (INTHLTH)

Maternal and Child Health (51.2209) Maternal/Child Health (MCH)
Public Health, Other (51.2299) All other (OTHER)

Community Health and Preventive Medicine 
(51.2208)

Public health practice/management (PHP/PM)



Dataset Development

• NCES Data: 1992-2016

• ASPPH Data
• Schools of Public Health: 1992, 1996-2016
• Programs of Public Health: 2014-2016

• Linked datasets by:
• Year
• NCES School ID
• ASPPH Program area
• Degree level (master’s of doctoral)



Composite Estimate

Institution NCES Count ASPPH Count
Composite 

Estimate

University A 100 110 110

University B 50 40 50

University C 100 150 150

Take the higher number of NCES or ASPPH 
degree conferral counts.

Example:



Number of graduate public health degree conferrals 
increased more than 300%

247,909 
degrees have 
been awarded 
since 1992.

Source: Composite estimate



Fluctuation in graduate public health degree conferrals 
from institutions with CEPH-accredited schools/programs
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Percent Accredited



From 1996-2016, 72% of all master’s degrees were the MPH 
and 62% of all doctoral degrees were the PhD
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From 1996-2016, fairly consistent proportion of degree 
conferrals by program area
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Number of institutions awarding at least one graduate 
public health degrees quadrupled

Source: Composite estimate



65% of degrees are awarded by just 17% of all institutions 
awarding degrees

Source: Composite estimate



Academic public health graduate demographics continue 
to change

Source: ASPPH data for U.S. citizens only.

Percentage of 
Women Graduates

Percentage of 
Non-White Graduates



Hispanic/Latino, Asian/Pacific Islander, Black/African
American and student percentages increased

Source: ASPPH data for U.S. citizens only.
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• How trustworthy are the data sources?

• Why are students studying public health?

• How long will these trends continue?

• Are there jobs for “all of these” graduates?

Questions Raised



Employment 
Results from 

ASPPH

Christine M. Plepys, MS
Director of Data Analytics



ASPPH Annual Data Graduate Outcomes, 
Academic Years 2014-15 & 2015-16

26,328 Graduate Public Health Completions Reported

16,894 Outcomes Reported 
(64%)

11,799 Employed
(71%)

Continuing Ed 9%

Fellowship 6%

Seeking 3%

Not Seeking 0.6%

Volunteer 0.2%

Unknown 10%
Source: ASPPH Annual Data



Employment sectors vary by degree level
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Employment in government agencies
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Employment in for-profits
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Education Research       Workforce Research

“This growth in students studying public health 
- at the undergraduate and graduate levels -

confirms that students are eager to enter this 
dynamic and diverse field.”

- Dr. Laura Magaña, president and CEO of ASPPH



Submit your Questions/Comments



ASPPH Resources

Visit ASPPH Data Center at www.aspph.org/connect/data-center
• Article 
• Infographic
• Interactive dashboard

http://www.aspph.org/connect/data-center


This webinar has been recorded and will be available on the 
webinar event page on the ASPPH website soon:

Link to event page

Contact: sweiner@aspph.org

Thank You!

https://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-trends-in-the-conferral-of-graduate-public-health-degrees-a-triangulated-approach/
mailto:webinars@aspph.org
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