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Objectives

By the end of the session, participants will be able to:

• Recall two facts about the growing burden and 
impact of Alzheimer’s disease

• Describe two features of the Alzheimer’s curriculum

• Give at least one example of how the teaching faculty 
used the curriculum with undergraduate students



Why Alzheimer’s 
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Alzheimer’s Prevalence and Costs
In Millions of People; In Billions of 2014 Dollars
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Why Alzheimer’s

• Opportunities exist to reduce risk and 
promote early detection and diagnosis, but…

• Few public health and health care 
professionals have needed expertise to 
mitigate the impact of disease at population 
and individual levels.

• The public is not prepared….neither are your 
students.



Background
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Origins

Began in 2005 by CDC and the Alzheimer’s 
Association to:

• Mobilize a population-based response to growing 
burden of Alzheimer’s, other dementias.

• Foster a multi-faceted approach.

• Generate public-private partnerships to alter 
outcomes.



The Public Health Road Map for 
State and National Partnerships 

2013-2018

Jointly developed by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

and the Alzheimer’s Association in 2013.

Public Health Road Map

cdc.gov/aging/healthybrain/roadmap.htm



The Road Map
Monitor and 

Evaluate

Educate and 

Empower

Develop Policy 

and Mobilize 

Partnerships

Assure a 

Competent 

Workforce
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45%
33%

A Public Health Approach to Alzheimer’s and 
Other Dementias 

Purpose

• Increase understanding 
of Alzheimer’s disease 
and other dementias as 
a growing public health 
issue 

Use

• Undergraduate public 
health courses

• Linked to competencies

Emory 
Centers

Alzheimer’s 
Assn.

CDC

Advisory 
Group
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Tara Redd
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for Training and 
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The Curriculum 
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Goal of the Curriculum

• Increase knowledge of:

–Alzheimer’s disease and dementia as a 
public health issue 

– The role of public health in addressing 
Alzheimer’s and dementia

• Increase interest in these topics among the 
future public health workforce 
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Curriculum Design Assumptions

• Audience: 
– Undergraduate PH students 
– Faculty in schools and programs of PH

• Introductory content for PH undergraduates 
• 4 Modules – stand alone or together
• Ease of use for faculty 
• Easy integration into existing courses
• Adaptable – time and content
• Competency-based
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Competency Resources

• Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health
(2011) Undergraduate Learning Outcomes Model

• Association for Gerontology in Higher Education (2014) 
Gerontology Competencies for Undergraduate and Graduate Education

• The Council on Linkages Between Academia and 
Public Health Practice (2014) Core Competencies for Public Health 
Professionals

• National Association of Chronic Disease Directors
NACDD Domains and Competencies

• National Commission for Health Education 
Credentialing, Inc (2010) Areas of Responsibilities, Competencies, 

and Sub-competencies for the Health Education Specialists 2010
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Module 1: Alzheimer’s Disease – A Public Health Crisis

• Frames Alzheimer’s disease and dementia as a public 
health epidemic with a large and rapidly growing 
burden and impact on nation. 

Module 2: Alzheimer’s and Other Dementias – The Basics

• Describes Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias 
including symptoms, stages, risk factors, and 
diagnosis/management.  

Module Content
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Module 3: Alzheimer’s Disease – What is the Role of Public 
Health?

• Discusses 3 public health tools that play a significant role in 
mitigating the Alzheimer’s disease epidemic: surveillance, 
primary prevention, and early detection and diagnosis.

Module 4: Public Health and Dementia Capable Systems

• Describes concept of “dementia capable” systems and 
explores support of such systems by research translation, 
support services, workforce training, and creation of 

dementia-friendly communities.

Module Content
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Design Components & Aids

• Faculty guide

• Talking points

• Learning activities

• Sample test questions                                        
by module

• Competency list by 
module

• PowerPoint slides

• Discussion questions

• Video resources

• Case studies
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The Curriculum Pilot
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Background 
• In March-July 2016, the curriculum was piloted in 15 

schools and universities with undergraduate public 
health programs

• Purpose: 
– Assess the content in each module, usefulness, and design 

of the curriculum 
– Feedback to inform enhancements to the curriculum
– Examine avenues for disseminating the curriculum to 

faculty teaching undergraduate public health courses at 
schools and programs of public health

• Revisions to curriculum implemented for final release 
in Fall 2016
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Pilot Components

• Faculty received pilot materials and instructions

• Faculty delivered one or more modules in class

• Students completed paper pre-test/post-test 
immediately following the curriculum delivery

• Faculty completed online Faculty Evaluation 
survey 

• Faculty participated in 30-minute indepth
interview 
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Pilot Participants
Who piloted the curriculum?

• 25 Faculty

• 1,077 Students

• 15 Universities

• 11 States

Course Name (n=number of teaching faculty)

Standalone Course (n=6)

Introduction to Public Health (n=5)

Senior Capstone Seminar (n=2)  

Health Aspects of Aging (n=2)

Worksite Health Promotion 

Applied Research 

Adult Development & Aging

Health Promotion of the Aged

Epidemiology and Human Disease

Community Assessment

Community Health 

Physical Activity and Aging

Introduction to Global Health
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Teaching Faculty 

• 25 teaching faculty (faculty, staff, teaching assistants) 
participated in the pilot

• 65% had personal experience with AD and/or other 
dementias 

• 44% rated themselves as having some knowledge of 
AD and related dementias

• 100% reported being extremely satisfied or somewhat 
satisfied with their experience teaching the curriculum

• 70% plan to teach the curriculum again



alz.org/publichealth/education

Faculty Response 

Question N
Strongly 
disagree

Somewhat 
disagree

Neutral
Somewhat 

agree
Strongly 

agree

I was able to incorporate the 

curriculum with my existing 

course content

23 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 3 (13%) 9 (39%) 11 (48%)

The content was well received 

by my students
23 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 2 (9%) 11 (48%) 10 (43%)

I was able to adapt the 

curriculum to work with my 

class size

23 0 (0%) 1 (4%) 2 (9%) 3 (13%) 17 (74%)

It is important that Alzheimer’s 

and other dementias are 

included in undergraduate 

public health courses

23 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 4 (17%) 19 (82%)
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Students 

• 1,077 students completed a student evaluation

• Majority of students were undergraduate public 
health students

• 59% responded having family/friends impacted 
by AD or dementia
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Students’ Reaction to Curriculum

Question   (n=1,077)
Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree
Strongly 
Agree

Blank

The content is appropriate for 

undergraduate public health 
students.

2
(0%)

6 
(1%)

16 
(2%)

242 
(22%)

764
(71%)

47
(4%)

The connection between public 

health and Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias was made clear.

2 
(0%)

6 
(1%)

44 
(4%)

337
(31%)

641
(60%)

47 

(4%)

As a result of the content 

presented, I am interested in 

learning more about Alzheimer’s 

and other dementias.

8 
(0%)

35 
(3%)

184
(17%)

409 
(38%)

394
(37%)

47  

(4%)

As a result of the content 

presented, I am more 

knowledgeable about Alzheimer’s 

and dementias as a public health 
issue.

2 
(0%)

13
(1%)

64
(6%)

381
(35%)

573
(53%)

48 
(5%)

It is important that Alzheimer’s and 

dementias are included in 

undergraduate public health 
courses.

2 
(0%)

4
(0%)

64
(6%)

337 
(31%)

622 
(58%)

48
(5%)
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Value of Curriculum 

Group Themes

Students • AD as a public health issue
• Good intro to topic

Faculty • Important public health topic
• Easy to use/implement
• Good resource

Administration • Public health focus
• Comprehensive resource
• CDC/Alz Assoc approved

*Source: Faculty Evaluation
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The Enhanced Curriculum
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Redesigned 
Cover
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PowerPoint Slides with Notes
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Talking 
Points 
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Student 
Engagement 

Options
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Sample Test 
Questions
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Case Studies 
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Video 
Resources 
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Where to 
Find 

Curriculum
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On Using the Curriculum
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Cheryl J. Dye, PhD

Professor, 

Department of Public 

Health Sciences

Director, Institute for 
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Spreading the Word

• Download the curriculum or request a flash 
drive to see how you can use the 
curriculum in part or whole with your 
classes

• Share with colleagues within your 
department/school and beyond 
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Where to 
Find 

Curriculum
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Development of these materials are supported in part by Cooperative Agreement #NU58DP006115-01 from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the 

Alzheimer’s Association and do not necessarily represent the official views of the CDC.

Molly French
Alzheimer’s Association

mfrench@alz.org
202.638.8674

Tara Redd
Emory Centers

tredd@emory.edu
404.727.4106

Thank You!

mailto:mfrench@alz.org
mailto:tredd@emory.edu
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http://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-aspph-fellowships-opportunities-for-recent-graduates-of-aspph-member-institutions-3/
http://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-an-overview-of-sbp-ceph-accreditation/
http://www.aspph.org/events/category/webinar/


Registration opening the week of December 12




