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• Opportunity for Public Health in the 21st Century

• The Presidential Bioethics Commission

• Public Health Topics

• Ethical Justification for Public Health Action

• Democratic Deliberation for Public Health Decision 

Making

• Facilitating Practice by Integrating Ethics into 

Policymaking

Presentation Outline
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Exciting Time in Public Health



9Public Health Now
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The Bioethics Commission



11Creation of the Bioethics Commission

“As our nation invests in science 

and innovation and pursues 

advances in biomedical research 

and health care, it’s imperative 

that we do so in a responsible 

manner.”

“…shall be an expert panel… 

drawn from fields of bioethics, 

science, medicine, technology, 

engineering, law, philosophy, 

theology, or other areas of the 

humanities or social sciences.” 

- President Barack Obama 



12The Bioethics Commission

AMY GUTMANN, PhD, Chair

JAMES W. WAGNER, PhD, Vice Chair

NELSON L. MICHAEL, MD, PhD

STEPHEN L. HAUSER, MD ANITA L. ALLEN, JD, PhD

NITA A. FARAHANY, JD, PhD BARBARA F. ATKINSON, MD

CHRISTINE GRADY, RN, PhD JOHN D. ARRAS, PhD*

RAJU S. KUCHERLAPATI, PhD ALEXANDER G. GARZA, MD, MPH*

DANIEL P. SULMASY, MD, PhD YOLANDA ALI, MBA*

Lisa M. Lee, PhD, MS, Executive Director 

* Former member

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=He8R1iSFMIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=He8R1iSFMIU
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Current Project: Reflections on Impact of National Bioethics Commissions

Bioethics Commission Reports
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Public Health Topics



15Ethics, Public Health, & the Bioethics Commission
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Why are these topics relevant?

• As public health professionals we face numerous 
bioethical issues in our work

• Public health policy decisions are often complex and 
deal with deeply held often opposing values

• Democratic deliberation provides a method for policy 
making that embodies constructive public engagement

• Ethics education fosters ethical literacy and grounds 
deliberation about bioethical topics in reasoning skills

Democratic Deliberation &Bioethics Education
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Ethical Justification for Public Health 

Action



18Deliberation & Education Facilitate PH

• Dealing with a public good

– Shift from individual to collective 

– Shift from personal moral compass to a process of 

ethical decision making



19Operating Ethical Principles in Public Health

 Wide array of tangible expectations that guide 

what public health practitioners should do

– Use evidence-based interventions

– Focus on fundamental causes of disease

– Be transparent and accountable 

– Reduce inequities

– Reduce harms & burdens

– Interfere with liberty as little as possible

– Infringe on autonomy only as necessary

– Respect privacy & confidentiality

– Ensure benefits outweigh infringement



20Public Health Cares about Ethics

 Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) 

requires a process for managing ethical issues

– Measure 11.1.2.A “The purpose of this measure is to 

assess the health department’s policies and process for 

the identification and resolution of ethical issues that 

arise from the department’s program, policies, 

interventions, or employee/employer relations (emphasis 

added).”



21Deliberation & Education Facilitate PH

• Transparent decision making and communication

– Provide public with useful, clear, accurate, and 

accessible justification for public policies

– Provide those most affected by public health policies 

and programs with appreciation of values reflected 

in, and reasoning behind, their implementation

– Mitigate stigmatization and discrimination that can 

accompany public health interventions
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Democratic Deliberation



23Democratic Deliberation

What is it?  How does it work?



24Democratic Deliberation



25Democratic Deliberation



26Democratic Deliberation



27Democratic Deliberation



28Democratic Deliberation



29Democratic Deliberation
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Preparing Public Health Professionals:

Facilitating Practice by Integrating 

Ethics into Policymaking



31Integrating Ethics into Public Health Practice

• Infusing ethics early and explicitly from 

program conceptualization through 

implementation

– A collective prioritization of ethical practice

– Goal of improving human flourishing

• Creating ethics resources for public health 

professionals

Ethics in all policies: Getting there



32Getting There

• Integrating ethics through all levels of education

– Pre-K to undergraduate to professional training

– Transformational learning

– Dual understanding of science and ethics

• Understanding the ethical implications of our work

• Ethical decision making: four areas of competence
• Identify ethical dimensions

• Articulate dimensions and areas of concern

• Deliberate possible paths forward

• Implement and evaluate 

Ethics education



33Ethics Education Recommendations



34Getting There 

• Foundational ethics education to promote 

bioethics literacy for our personal and

professional lives 

• Bioethics for all science, health, and 

technology professionals

Beyond RCR, IRB, and compliance



35Getting There 

• Broad range of ethical 

areas in public health
– Professional ethics 

– Research ethics 

– Clinical ethics 

– Environmental ethics 

– Public health ethics



36Getting There 

• Educators at all levels must be prepared to raise 

and address ethical dimensions of their subject

• Integrate into teacher training programs at all 

levels

• Address obstacles

• Resources for instructors

– NIH Curriculum, NWABR

– Bioethics Commission’s educational materials

Training educators



37Resources for Public Health Educators

Bioethics.gov



38Resources for Public Health Educators



39Public Health Next 
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@Bioethicsgov

Bioethicsgov

info@bioethics.gov

Info@bioethics.gov

Thank you!

Bioethics.gov

Blog.bioethics.gov

Connect with the Bioethics Commission



Thank you to today’s Presenter

Lisa M. Lee, PhD, MA, MS

Executive Director, Presidential Commission 

for the Study of Bioethical Issues





Lisa M. Lee, PhD, MA, MS

Executive Director, Presidential Commission 

for the Study of Bioethical Issues

Today’s Presenter
Now taking questions.



http://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-bioethics-for-every-generation-incorporating-bioethics-education-into-curricula/
mailto:webinars@aspph.org


http://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-graduate-school-financial-aid-for-beginners/
http://www.aspph.org/event/aspph-presents-public-health-associate-program-phap-program-and-best-fit-candidate-model-overview/
http://www.aspph.org/events/category/webinar/





